Goodbye Wahkna, | Thank You!
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On the 5th of November 2017, the Western Australia Hong Kong Nurses Association (Wahkna)
held the last annual general meeting to decide on the future of her incorporation. This was
inevitable and understanding, as the majority of, if not all members either have retired or are
reaching their retirement age. The voting was a unanimous and resounding “yes” to the
dissolution of the corporation and changing Wahkna from a professional to a socialite. Not a
slight sigh of regret was heard or expressed, apart from perhaps a lone affiliated outsider, yours
humbly!

My partner, Vivian, was a maternity nurse and worked in Western Australia until 2008. We first
became aware of Wahkna in the 1980’s but in the beginning we only attended her annual
meetings and dinners because we were busy raising a family. By 2005 our kids had moved out
of the house for some time and we started to feel the loneliness of an empty nest. So we joined
the coach tour of Yunnan, which was organised under the auspices of Wahkna. Group touring is
no doubt the most enticing of her many attractive functions. Indeed the trip was so enjoyable
that many more followed. In time as we got to know other members better, we took part in
additional activities, including the Sunday morning walks in Burswood and periodic barbecue
parties. All these engagements with their inevitable human interactions are just the right kind of
tonic for our body and mind in the mellowing years. Although it must be true that these activities
can be continued with or without her, | may argue that our commitments would not be the same
in the absence of a distinct and professional identity such as Wahkna! Then again, in pulling
down the final curtain, have we ever considered the future relationship with our sister
organisations in the other States, Territories and overseas?

However, this is just the private view of a solitary non-member and the decision has been made.
| feel sorry to see Wahkna being metamorphosed but at the same time | must be thankful for
having been acquainted with her for over thirty years. Let us then leave behind any regrets and
bid our beloved Wahkna farewell by going through her glorious days in Memory Lane one more
time.

Most of the members, if | may say, arrived in Australia with a basic nursing degree but, through
hard work and dedication, the majority have acquired additional specialist status in different
fields and landed themselves at top positions in their corresponding institutions. Such academic
achievements are typical of, and natural to all Chinese in foreign soils but the collection of extra-
healthcare talents among the members is nothing short of spectacular. Being not very social
myself, | cannot claim to know them all or well enough. Still the number to my avail will be too
large to be listed in full here. Some examples, none the less, will be necessary to illustrate my



point.

Heading the list is the famous Queen of Ethnic Radio Broadcast, Beata Fung, who is so well
known that no elaboration is necessary. Edward Ma comes a close second as a notable
connoisseur in food and drink. Who can deny that Anthony Hung is our king of ballroom dancing
and Sonny Mak our longest serving and most popular President? Then Erica Mui certainly will
take the chair in Chinese calligraphy and poetry, while at the same time and combined with
Daisy, they produce the best-loved brand of sesame seed and peanut candies, which are being
sold in many Chinese restaurants and grocery shops for charity donations. Less familiar to me
but not to many others are Godfrey Leung’s in-depth knowledge in computing technology and
Pingche Law’s handicraft skills in pattern and figurine knitting. Need | say more? | don’t think so
but | must.

There are four others, with whom | have the privilege of an up close and personal encounter,
and about whom | had previously written some comments. They are individuals unique in their
own rights and deserving special attention.

Henry Li must be Wahkna’s most famous member. His unique characters are well known but
less so is the fact that he is a celebrity in the West Australian harness racing circle as well as
owner, trainer and rider of a number of successful pacers. He is also an expert in turning
photographs into lively DVDs.
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George Ho is a fanatic in origami, so much so that he would not waste a second in folding
anything he happens to have between his fingers under all circumstances, be they mealtime,

tea break, inside a touring coach or outside sightseeing! Do you know that his skills and
reputation have spread to the WA Lottery Commission?
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Anna and Peter Yung have a perfect family, which | admire, and a home, which is so well looked
after that | envy. Of course most members know that Peter is a first class carpenter and family
handyman. But sorry ladies! Anna has already sealed up a second term contract of marriage
with him into the next life!
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Finally | like to share with all members my joy in the many wonderful tours by way of three
representative Chinese poems. The first two had a relatively detailed description of the scenes
and actions while the last one was a light-hearted humour on the rushed visit to World Expo
2010 in Shanghai. In either case | hope they will bring back some sweet moments and happy
memories.
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Thank you Wahkna! Farewell Wahkna!

I’ll miss you! Really | do.



